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eepiel ns outer ON ON THE JAMES RIVER. 
From the Fortress Monroe Correspondent of the 
Baltimore American. 
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Fleet. Sawn, sipdaegweeh ia Gon. fnieicbae wail 
a balloon ascension this morning. The most satis-. 
factory results attended the recomnoissance. The 
| Position of the enemy was ascértaitiéd to be on se" 
other.cide of Richmond, The baggage and supply 
trains belonging to the rear guard of the rebels were 
seen moving from the river toward Richmond. Qnly 
& small foree of the enemy remain between us and 
the rebel city, ie 

. The-elght guns which. were. visible on the other 
insists thep-yeiendighabetonis remnant. itis 
thotight they are: concealed dented sweeten 
| past Oa Poa 

reClesin mike ther wscieaten Vahit's na ii 
and could see distinctly the buildings. and strats of 
Richmond. He could also observe people walking about 
‘the streets, and even groups at the corners, epparently 
watching. the dalloon. Evéry movement of the d 
army was noted, and much valuable information gath- | 
a seperation saan wages: Gen. Mg- 

| Sn Sbinsiquptics of tie Titghwinid “witch prevatied: 
Hl chahe tine Gl toe spssaasioioen, ay an elevation 
| of 400 feet. was etiained, which was hardly aufficient 

‘to obtain a fall view of the district beyond Richmond. 


toné- | It Is intended, however, to make qnother reconnvis- 
the gun burst | sance this evening, provided the atmosphere is favor- 
wwe been caused stip, mem snsrbenc nti oh Mile 1 Se ot 2A 


feet will be made. 
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Which was barat by the rebels. A saw-mill, surround- 
ed by a large quantity of prepared timber, which iy 
situated abouts mile and « ‘half: fromthe burnt 
bridge, will greatly facilitate the work of teconstrac- 
tion. 

‘Where. the rebels intend to make a stand, if dny- 
where, cannot be conjectured. It is believed they 
will not make 2 strenuous effort to defend Richmond: 
Prof, Lows discovered a few 
City, but they are not regarded as formidadle, and the 
enemy will not probably make much use of them. 

It te confidently ewpected we shall enter Richmond in 
the couree of two days. 

Your correspondent has met with considezable 
difficulty in getting his letters through the mail with- 
out detention. It is hoped that the news recently 
sent has reached the publication office, as it refers 
particularly to movements of the advance forte, the 
only poit in the army in which anything of impor- 
tance has been done within the past two weeks. 
Your correspondent, together with Mr. Panrrza, of 
the Philadelphia Inguirer, are the only representa- 
tives of the Press that have thus faz accompanied the 
advance force. . WHIT. 
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Gen. Steneman’s Advance—Rebel Cavalry 
Beyend Tunstall’s Station—A Charge of 


the Sixth Oavalry—Flour and Corn Cap- 
tured, &c. 
Wreaun Fovntaan Muzs or Ricexonp 
Monday, May 19, 1682. i 
To-day Gen. StoOnEMAnN’s Brigade advanced to 
within 14 miles of Richmond. .They left their en- 
campment near the: White House at daybreak this 
morning, and, preceded by the Signa) Corps, pushed 
on to a point six milés above Tunstali’s Siation. Here 
they halted for about an hour, and jeaving the wag- 
ons, and @ small force to guard them, proceeded ’on- 
‘ward. 

After going to a distance within four miles of the 
Chickshominy, the pickets of ‘the Signal Corps dis- 
covered thirty of the rebel cavalry drawn up in line 
toreceive them. Our pickets fell back a few yards, 
when one Company of the Sixth United States Cay- 
alry came up and charged upon the enemy, driving 
him beck and capturing two of hie horses. We lost 
ohe horse, shot. The Signal Corps then advanced 
two miles further, and opened communication with 
the rear force. The enemy’s pickets could be seen 
onthis side of the river. Contrabands gate that the 
rebels are assembled in large forcenear the river. 

To-night Gen, Sronzuan remains within four miles 
of the river, on the road leading to New Bridge. 

» Which reconnoitered 


of Lows’s albann: Colma, sas analy? 
with a large balloon and the appa- 
ating it, ready at the given notice to 
‘preparations for an ascension, Prof. Lpws 

am @ up last night, and gave the necessary instruc- 
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After a succession of “short marches, stopping 
at. every town, Village and liamlet; from Wiiliams- 
burgh, we are now resting four milés' from Bottom’s 
Bridge, on what is, called the Baltimore Road—a: re- 
Bpectable mule path in close proximity to the Road to 
Richmond, described so often editorially im the Tri- 
dune Ss of “easy travel.” Thus far we have found it 
difficylt,,on account of the heavy rains for the past 
week, which came very near rivaling that monstrous 
flood of Noah. However, strategy, with the assist- 
ance of able-bodied soldiers, soon made the roads 
passable for our teams and artillery, and we gradual- 
by near the City;of Richmond, As our advance 
marches our rear columngs—a position a soldier of 
fortune detests—the right and left are brought tor- 
ward with true military stience, s0- that when an at- 
tack takes place we are prépared front and rear, and 
on all aides, for a pfoper reception of the foe. Thus 

far the foe has ekéddatiled in hot haste, turning ocea- 
sionally to fire’ a few shots-at: our advancing line of 
shirmisheérs, and then retreating pell-mellish. 

‘““'Whien did the Confederate army leave here? I 
inquired of an “ inteHigent contraband.” 

“ Last Friday, massa ; dey went right smart, over 
de bridge ; I herd one ob der Captains tell de men not 
to kill de horsés, dey run *em’ so hard.” 

“They went over Bottom’s Bridge?” 

“Yes, massa, dey went over dat’ on the railroad 
bridge, atid I don’t tink dey stopped short ob Rich- 
mond,” 

“ Why, they sey they have. strong fortifications be- 
tween Bottom’s Bridge and Richmond.” 

“Well, I know dey told Dr: Crumr,.de gemmen 
dat libes ober in dat house in de field dar, dat dey 
licked de Yankees at Wiliiamsburgh, and ‘dat dey 
were’a *gwine to dribe dem inthe riber; and de fust 
thing he knowed dey all went away, and took all de 
chicken, shoats, sheep, two horses and a wagon he 
had on de farm, and den de Yankees come here.” 

“Is Dr. Cauur a Union mant” 

“Oh, no, massa, he am secesh,” 

As I was standing conversing with this contraband, 
Dr. Caump ‘rode up te the headquarters of Gen. 
Hooxsr, on’ a stylish bay horse. He had come to 
- make a complaint against some of our men, for steal- 
ing his wood, as he termed ft. The General,‘with his 
peculiar suevity of manner, assured him no depreda- 
tions upon the property of private citizens of Virginia 
would be tolerated; and referred him to the Provost- 

‘Marsial ofibe Division, Capt. Cuas. L. Younes, who 
would immediately take measures to remedy the evil 
compleined of. A’ guard. was+dispatched to Dr. 

numr’s house; and cne of the number carried with 
him @ small American flag, which he. raised on. the 
gate-post fronting Caump’s mansion. This proceed- 
ing proved in the eyes of the Caumps, old and 
young, so much. so that the Doctor—the elder Cavur 
~modestly requested its removal from the gateway 

of his palatial mansion. . 

“*Whaty’ says. one of Capt. Gzonez Lxronr's 
Zouaves, “you claiin protection from our troops, and 
Wantme to take that fag down? No yeu don’t, Old 
Cauur!”.. The Doctoj’s. visage fell four degrees at 
this unheard of. barbarity and unscrupulous tyranny 
on the part of the guard, and contented himself by 
closing the shutters of his windows on the front of 
Ss eee RRO his nem - the emblem of 
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The reception of Parson Brown ow this even- 
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unable to defend:herself; while the Virginians 
have not learned.to honor either the valor, the 
manners or the disinterested patriotism of 
their Southern allies. The Gulf States know 
that Virginia ‘lost to their cause will virtually 
throw “hér ‘weight “into” the National” scale - 
and they naturally seek to render. the prize of 
as little value as possible. ‘The people of 
Richmond will ._scareely consent to the 
destruction of their private property and the 
desolation of their beautiful city, for no bet- 
ter reason than this. As sodn, therefore, as 
it shall become clearly the intention of the 
rebel army to abandon Richmond, the citizens 
and local authorities, of that city will be de- 
sirous .of placing it. under the protection.of 
the National forces. 

The reports of the extreme distress of the 
people of Petersburgh, and, indeed, of all that 
section, are quite likely to be true. The whole 
of Eastern Virginia is on the verge of starva- 
tion. Throughout the Peninsula and at. Wil- 
Mamsburgh it was. most distressing to note 
the utter lack of food. The rebel armies had 
swept the country clean of bacon, corn and 
other articles.of .domestic produce, while all 
their imported. goods had been long ago con- 
sumed, and the blockade had rendered it im- 
possible to renew: their supplies. The inhab- 
itants:- were destitute of: the most’ common 
necessaries of: life. “The country is © thus ut- 
terly incapable ofa protracted resistance: “All 
means of supplying the rebel army are already 
substantially cut off, and McCieLttan can so 
thoroughly invest the whole town as te starve 
‘them ‘out in a week. 

, |All these considerations combine to compel 

‘ aisurrender..:The approach ,.of the National 

gnbonts’has carried terror to the City, while 

the advance « of McO.xin4n’s army—thor- 
y disciplined, well supplied..with. ertil- 

‘lery, confident of suecess and eager for the as- 


sault—catiies # Conviction that resistance is 
hopelesa,.. Davis still talks of“ fighting to. 
“a cuaesguerd But this: means nothing... .It de 

necessary for him’ to" _talk ao, tn order to se- 


They are coined by the rebels for their own 
purposes. They are circulated throughout 
the South for the purpose. of sustaining the 
spirit and temper of rebellion there. And 
they are countenanced af the North by _ those 
whese sympathies are really with the rebels, 
and whose hatred of the Administration is 
stronger than their love of country. 

The Journal would have us give the ‘Tie to 
the ‘“general-belief” of the South. That 
paper knows perfectly well that thereis mo 
‘« general béliet.” in the Southern States, ex- 
cept such as the leaders of the rebellion 
create and propagate in their own interest. 
They have taught the Southern, people, delib- 
erately and systematically, the most infamous 
‘North, and have shut out from them all means 
‘of learning the truth. At Williameburgh, offi- 
cers high in the rebel service told the. citizens 
that the Northern{army would cut their throats 
and burn: their houses:as soon as they arrived, 
They told the slaves that the Northern army 

was seizing the negroes, and shipping them 
to Ouba for sale, to defray the expen- 
ses of the war, and that two or three 
hundred sick and disabled negroes at Fortress 
Monroe had been taken out. inte the stream 
and drewned by the. Federals, in order to save 
the expense of maintaining them. It was the 
“ general belief” among the darkies at Wil- 
liamsburgh that these things were true. The 
people of the whole South “generally believe” 
that the Northern people are all Abolitionists, 
tliat the object of the: waris to free the slaves, 
that: Lincoun is a.radical.Abolitionist, and that 
they are all to be exterminated if the National 
armies are successful. By what sort of a 
conservative. demonstration” are lies like 
these to be stopped.? 2 

There {fs just one way of meeting them, and 
only one, and that is, by crushing the armed 
force that.stands between. the Sonthern people 
and the truth. Let the tyranny which makes 
them. the victim of these infamous false- 
heods be broken, and then: we can address 
ourselves to their judgments and.sober rea- 
son. Until then, all the demonstrations of 
which the -Journal. of Commerce speaks 
would be worse than useless. .They would be 
régarded as ao many fresh proofs of our weak- 
smess,—of the terror with which the rebellion 
“has inspired us, and.of our extreme anxiety 
to appease the‘heated wrath of the aroused’ 
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